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From the Executive Director’s Desk… 
At the Safe Drinking Water Foundation we look forward 
to a nice holiday season and most definitely to a rest 
before we prepare for the hectic spring kit season!  
 
We are very excited about the number of schools 
participating in our Student Action on Canadian Water 
Attitudes competition as well as what they have started 
sharing with us about their projects. We think we will 
have some big results to share with all of you in spring  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nicole M. Hancock 

2016!  
 
We have presented information about our educational programs and about 
drinking water quality at many events both in person and virtually this fall 
and look forward to many more during the remainder of the school year. We 
participated in Science on Stage Canada’s fifth festival (SoSC5) as part of 
STEMFest 2015, Saskatoon’s World Rivers Day event at Nuit Blanche, the 
Student Action for a Sustainable Future Professional Development Day for 
teachers in Saskatoon, and Skype conversations to answer questions 
students have about water. We are available to present to your students via 
Skype about several different water topics and we can personalize the 
presentation by answering your students’ questions about water, just e-mail 
me at info@safewater.org or phone me at 1-306-934-0389 to set up a date 
and time! But first… let’s all take a break from the school year and enjoy 
warm, cozy holidays with loved ones. 
 
Season’s greetings and best wishes for a happy New Year to you and yours 
from all of our board members, staff and volunteers! 
 
Happy Holidays, 
 

 
Nicole M. Hancock 
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Don’t Forget to Check out the In the News Section of Our Website for 
Up-To-Date Water News 

The In the News section of our website is updated every few days with news 
articles on the topic of water from newspapers across Canada. Check it out 
here: http://www.safewater.org/resources/news/in-the-news.html 
 
If you run across a news article on the topic of water that you think should be 
added to our website, please e-mail the link to us at info@safewater.org  

Join Our Facebook Group! 
Join us on Facebook to hear all of our news as it happens! Lately we’ve been 
posting water jokes every Friday, don’t miss out on the laughs! 
Visit: https://www.facebook.com/groups/18749329664/ 

                                                                    

Thank You So Much The Thomas Sill Foundation Inc.! 
The Thomas Sill Foundation Inc. has sponsored $10,000 worth of kits to be 
sent to rural and First Nation high schools in Manitoba. This will result in 
thousands of Manitoban students learning about drinking water quality 
issues and solutions in a hands-on manner and then being supported and 
encouraged in taking action to share what they learned with others and to 
alleviate drinking water quality issues. Thank you so much for your support 
The Thomas Sill Foundation Inc.! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Have You Created Some Great Resources to Teach Students About 
Water? 

If you are a teacher who has created resources to use in your classroom 
when you teach any of the SDWF programs please help other teachers by 
sending your PowerPoint presentations, assignments, etc. to us at 
info@safewater.org so we can share them with other teachers. 
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Thank You SO MUCH to All of Our Funders! 
We could not have sent over 600 educational kits to schools, educated tens 
of thousands of students, developed more educational resources for 
teachers, launched our Student Action on Canadian Water Attitudes 
competition and shared more information about drinking water quality 
issues and solutions with the world without you! 
 
Thank you to our 2015 donors: 

                
 

                                                    

              
 

               

                               
 

                           

 
     S. M. Blair Family Foundation                                      Individual Donors    
           School division and school personnel who purchased kits 
 

 
 



 
  

Request Sponsored Water Testing Kits for Your Students 
Spring is our busy kit season so we suggest you request sponsored 
educational kits for your students soon! All you need to do is visit 
www.safewater.org/education/requestform.html and complete the form, it 
will only take you about three minutes to request all of the Operation Water 
Drop, Operation Water Pollution and Operation Water Biology kits you would 
like for your students and you will be on the waiting list for two school years, 
if you have not yet received all of the kits you requested. Find out more 
about the different educational programs and kits here: 
http://www.safewater.org/education/school-programs.html 
If you would not like to wait for sponsored kits and have the funds available 
to purchase kits please visit http://www.safewater.org/education/order-
kits.html to buy kits. We are sorry that we are currently out of Operation 
Water Drop kits, but we do still have a very limited number of Operation 
Water Pollution and Operation Water Biology kits available. We will have 
more kits available in the spring. 
 

Thank You SO MUCH Too! 
 Teachers who evaluated our educational programs and shared 

information with us about what they and their students did to take 
action, shared educational resources with us to share with other 
teachers, and told other teachers about our educational programs 

 Our Board of Directors: Ray Blumenfeld (Chair), Dr. David Schindler 
(Honourary Chair), Dr. John O’Connor, Dr. Tim Molnar, Tracy Webb and 
Dr. Lalita Bharadwaj 

 Dr. Hans Peterson for being our Volunteer Ambassador and giving 
presentations 

 David MacDonald for writing many of our Water Facts of the Week 
 Our Facebook group members for asking questions and sharing 

information about water issues 
 Saskatchewan Eco-Network for inviting us to participate in the 2015 

World Rivers’ Day celebrations in Saskatoon 
 Science on Stage Canada for inviting us to participate in their fifth 

festival 
 Saskatchewan Ministry of Education for inviting us to participate in 

their 4th Forum on Secondary Science Resources 
 City of Saskatoon and Saskatchewan Environmental Society for inviting 

us to participate in the Student Action for a Sustainable Future 
Professional Development Day 
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Student Action on Canadian Water Attitudes Competition 
The Student Action on Canadian Water Attitudes Competition is well 
underway and the due date for project reports is February 19th, 2016.  
 
The final report information and judging information is now available on our 
website: http://www.safewater.org/education/student-action-
competition.html  
 
This competition is being offered to Kindergarten to grade 12 classes across 
Canada. There will be two prize packages, each worth $6,500 and each 
containing at least one water bottle filling drinking fountain, some reusable 
water bottles, and some Safe Drinking Water Foundation educational kits. 
One of the prize packages will be awarded to the winning group of students 
from K-8 and the other prize package will be awarded to the winning group 
of students from grades 9-12. Students will be tasked with investigating a 
water issue specific to their urban community of 10,000 people or more. 
They will gain understanding of the community’s attitudes and knowledge on 
the subject and will work to enable a positive change. Once the class has 
identified the issue, they will launch an informational campaign to change 
the attitudes and behaviours in their community. They will submit a report 
that shows how their action has influenced their community to make 
changes in their lifestyle to address the problem in their city. The winners will 
be decided by our panel of judges based on the information submitted in the 
report. 
 
Webinars to help students carry out their projects are held approximately 
every three weeks. Recordings of previous webinars can be found here: 
http://www.safewater.org/education/student-action-
competition/competition-webinars.html 
 
Ready to sign your class up? The official competition registration form is 
here: http://goo.gl/forms/mghPQJHohU 
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss your ideas for a project 
please do not hesitate to contact Tim Vogel, Project Manager at 
takingaction@safewater.org or Nicole Hancock, Executive Director at 
info@safewater.org or call us at 1-306-934-0389. 
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State of Drinking Water Quality in Canada 
According to Health Canada (http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fniah-
spnia/promotion/public-publique/water-eau-eng.php), as of September 30th, 
2015 there were 138 Drinking Water Advisories in effect in 94 First Nations 
communities across Canada, excluding British Columbia. In total, across 
Canada, as of December 7th, 2015 there were 1,098 Boil Water Advisories and 
41 Do Not Consume Orders. 
 
                                       You Can Make it Possible for Kits to be Sent to Schools in Your 

Neighbourhood! 
There are 348 Canadian schools on the waiting list for sponsored kits, we are 
certain one of the schools is near you! You can make it possible for a 
classroom of students to learn about water quality issues and solutions, 
Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality, and test the water they drink 
every day for as little as $85. 
 
Phone us at 1-306-934-0389 to find out more about how you can sponsor a 
kit for a school near you or visit our homepage where you will find an 
interactive map of all of the Canadian schools which are waiting for 
sponsored kits. Click on the school for which you would like to buy a kit and 
use our easy, online system to sponsor a kit for that school! You can make a 
difference in the lives of students! 
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The RBC-Evergreen Watershed Champions Award 

The RBC-Evergreen Watershed Champions Award recognizes classes that 
demonstrate learning about their local watershed and who take action to care 
for it. 
For the 2015-2016 school year, nine awards are available: 
1 Grand Prize Award (Grades K-12) - $3,500 
4 Elementary Awards (Grades K-6) - $2,500 
4 Intermediate/Secondary Awards (Grades 7-12) - $2,500 
Award applications are due on Friday, April 8th. For more information please 
visit http://www.evergreen.ca/our-impact/children/outdoor-learning-
play/watershed-champions/award/  

 
 

Attention All Young Leaders and their Teachers in Alberta! 
Inside Education is inviting all Alberta high school students to be part of a fun, 
memorable, all-expenses-paid trip to Canmore, Alberta on March 10th to 
March 13th, 2016. Young leaders and their teachers will explore the most 
important environmental topics facing Alberta. Participants will learn from the 
experts, share ideas, and advance water and environmental education in their 
schools and communities. The deadline to apply is December 31st, 2015. Visit 
www.navig8.ca for more information and to apply. 
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Donations – You Can Help Us Educate Canada’s Future Leaders 
You can make it possible for us to educate the leaders of tomorrow about 
drinking water quality issues and solutions by making a donation. Donors can 
choose to make one-time, monthly or annual donations. If corporations 
donate $1,000 or more they will receive recognition in SDWF’s quarterly 
newsletters twice and if they donate $10,000 or more they will also receive 
recognition on SDWF’s website for one year (the SDWF website receives over 
28,000 unique visitors per year) and their logo will include a hyperlink to their 
website. For more information please visit: http://www.safewater.org/make-
a-donation.html 
 
Thanks to everyone who has made a donation! 
Donations can be made by cheque, credit card (Visa or MasterCard), or 
PayPal via our website. If you are a Royal Bank online banking customer you 
can donate using the same method which you use to pay your bills online: 
add the Safe Drinking Water Foundation as a payee (the number that you will 
need is 07378), and then make your donation. 
Receipts for income tax purposes are issued for all donations of $20 or more.                                                 
If you have any questions or would like to simply phone us and make a 
donation with a credit card please do not hesitate to call us at 306-934-0389. 
Thanks in advance! 

Contact us: 

   

 

 info@safewater.org               OR 

 

 

 (306) 934-0389 

 

2016 Staples Superpower your School Contest 
You could win $25,000 worth of technology for your school! The 2016 Staples 
Superpower your School Contest started December 3rd 2015 and will 
continue until January 29th, 2016. This contest will recognize schools that are 
doing their part to protect the planet. For more information about the 
contest and to complete the online form for a chance to win visit 
http://www.staples.ca/sbdca/en_CA/cre/marketing/staples_soul/rfe_contest
.html  
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