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The Tale of Yellow Quill – Answer Key 

Name: ____________________________ 

1. In what year was Safe Drinking Water Foundation (SDWF) formed? In what year did it 
become a registered Canadian charity? (2 marks) 
 
It was formed in 1997 and it became a registered Canadian charity in 1998. 
 

2. In what year did Yellow Quill’s boil water advisory begin? When did Dr. Hans Peterson 
first learn about the plight of Yellow Quill First Nation? (2 marks) 
 
Yellow Quill’s boil water advisory began in 1995. Dr. Hans Peterson first learned about 
the plight of Yellow Quill First Nation in spring 1999. 
 

3. In which province is Yellow Quill First Nation located? (1 mark) 
 
Yellow Quill First Nation is located in Saskatchewan. 
 

4. On what date did Carla Plotnikoff and Dr. Hans Peterson drive to Yellow Quill? (1 mark) 
 
They drove to Yellow Quill on June 19, 1999. 
 

5. While Yellow Quill First Nation had a boil water advisory, what was the name of their 
water treatment plant operator? (1 mark) 
 
Their water treatment plant operator was Robert Neapetung. 
 

6. What was the name of the chemical that Dr. Peterson saw at the water treatment plant 
that really concerned him? Why did this chemical really concern him? (2 marks) 
 
The chemical that really concerned Dr. Peterson was Elimin-ox. It really concerned him 
because it contains a chemical that is a known carcinogen (cancer-causing). 
 

7. How long (approximately, in minutes) was Yellow Quill’s water treatment process? (1 
mark) 
 
Yellow Quill’s water treatment process was approximately five minutes in length. 
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8. How long (approximately, in minutes) was Saskatoon’s water treatment process? (1 
mark) 
 
Saskatoon’s water treatment process was approximately 120 minutes in length. 
 

9. In the presentation, you learned that if you drank a glass of Yellow Quill tap water you 
would consume 10 million particles per glass! Of what are those particles composed? (4 
marks) 
 
1) Dead algae 

 
2) Bacteria 

 
3) Protozoa 

 
4) Viruses 

 
10. What is the name of the creek from which Yellow Quill got its water? What was the 

problem with this small watercourse? What was an upstream community doing at the 
same time Yellow Quill filled its water reservoir? (3 marks) 
 
Pipestone Creek is the creek from which Yellow Quill got its water. This small 
watercourse only flowed for a week or two in the spring. An upstream community 
discharged its sewage lagoons into this creek at the same time Yellow Quill filled its 
water reservoir. 
 

11. For how long had Yellow Quill’s boil water advisory continued when a group of elderly 
community members filed a class action lawsuit against the federal government? How 
many community members filed the class action lawsuit? (2 marks) 
 
Yellow Quill’s boil water advisory had continued for nine years. Four elderly community 
members filed a class action lawsuit against the federal government. 
 

12. How long was the pilot and research project? What is the system that was developed 
called (write out all of the words)? What is the acronym for the system that was 
developed? (4 marks) 
 
The pilot and research project lasted 22 months. The system that was developed is 
called the Integrated Biological and Reverse Osmosis Membrane treatment system. Its 
acronym is IBROM. 
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13. Why do you think that the boil water advisory had continued for nine years before a 
solution was found? (3 marks) 
 
Answers will vary. Students might express the opinion that the government is very slow 
to react to problems, that they do not put enough funding into solving First Nations 
water issues, etc. 
 

14. If you were an elderly community member in Yellow Quill, would you have joined the 
class action lawsuit? Why or why not? (2 marks) 
 
Answers will vary. Students might say that they would have because they needed to 
pressure the government so that the problem would be resolved, or they might say that 
they would not have because they felt that it was pointless or they did not want to “get 
in trouble with” the government. 
 

15. Write a three-paragraph summary about what you learned from the Yellow Quill First 
Nation video (write on the back of this sheet or attach a piece of loose-leaf if necessary). 
(9 marks) 
 
Answers will vary. The students’ answers should include at least some of the following 
information: 
Before the change: 

• People have lived in Yellow Quill for a long time. It’s their home. They used to 
live in log cabins closer to the lake. There was no electricity and no roads. They 
were taught to respect the water, not to waste it. Water is where they come 
from, where they’re born from, and what gives them life. The lake was the 
centre of the community and it united them. Their parents and grandparents 
taught them about the sacredness of the water and respect for the creator. They 
gave tobacco to the lake when they were there. They shared a sacred connection 
with each other and with other beings. They drank the water, and so did their 
horses and all the other animals. They hauled the water in barrels. They cut and 
hauled ice for water in the winter. The ice was crystal clear. They hunted and 
trapped several different types of animals. They swam in the water, they bathed 
in the water. They did laundry in the water. They collected duck eggs, berries, 
and medicine by the lake. They fished and collected reeds. They found sticks by 
the water to use for the rain dance. They had different ceremonies, ones that 
connected them with all of the elements. People from other reserves would 
come and they would gather by the lake, it drew them together. They knew how 
tough it was to get water – water is reciprocal, they looked after the water and 
the water looked after them. The water gave them spirit, a chance for reflection. 
Floods were thought of as cleansing. Droughts meant fasting – the cycles helped 
their spirituality. They had their own traditional food, they didn’t have sugar. 
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Their water wasn’t contaminated. Their way of living kept them sharp, they had 
to be smart to hunt, trap, fish and look after their neighbours. They listened to 
their grandparents, they listened harder when they prayed or went into the 
sweat lodges. That’s how they learned to survive, from those who are surviving. 
Surviving meant respecting water. They cooked their food in water, they washed 
in water. Water was their highway, their way of travelling.  
 

The change: 

• Things really started changing in the 1960s. The northern dam was built and then 
the fish disappeared. Farms came in on the other side of the river. Some of them 
were told they couldn’t drink the water anymore. Then other dams and 
floodgates were built. Dams, floods, drought, their land and water changed – 
controlled by the winds of government people and land managers who were 
afraid of floods. Ceremonies became forbidden – they weren’t supposed to do 
them, some did them anyway, in the bush (hidden). They started to buy water. 
The Elders predicted these changes. They said there would come a time when 
people would no longer respect the water, when they can’t drink it anymore. 
The Elders also said that when they lose their ceremonies it’s a sign that the 
Creator is going to change the world. A chemical was put on the land to make 
farming easier for the white farmers, and then the human waste poured right 
into the creek. The animals were poisoned and they ate them. They held back 
water so farmers could cross the river without going around to a bridge. 
 

After the change: 

• No one touches the water at Yellow Quill now, because it’s polluted. They don’t 
feel connected to the water anymore, and this affects them. Their community is 
so individual now, and in many cases, the connection to each other is lost. 
They’re happy, but that doesn’t matter if they don’t talk to each other anymore, 
if they’ve lost their spirit. They’ve been polluted physically, mentally, and 
spiritually. They grew grain and raised cattle, then branded them and sold them 
through the Indian agent (they were the only people they could work with), and 
they would negotiate a price for them. Then, the Indian agent would take some 
off the top too. They could only sell in the fall, it wouldn’t even make ends meet, 
but they couldn’t slaughter and eat their own cattle because they had to go 
through the system. They would get charged if they got caught. They would cut 
wood and sell it by the cord to other towns, but they had to buy a permit to sell 
their own wood. The water agency and the gas and power line folks just came in 
and took it from them; nobody paid them to rent their resources. The 
government tells them they don’t own the water, SaskWater owns the water. 
That’s untrue, none of them brought water over here when they came, it’s the 
opposite, water brought them into this country. They are worried that the lake is 
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becoming an afterthought, everything is an afterthought. Their spirituality is not 
changed by the lake, or the dam, or anything out there, it is changed by them – 
their lack of feeling, thinking, respecting other life. When the spirit of the water 
became angry, their own spirits changed too. The lake has become just a place 
where no one goes, there’s no attachment to it – their culture and beliefs got left 
behind for a time. Some of them hid their traditions because they were afraid of 
imposing them on others who have changed their ways. They were worried 
when, culturally, they never had to worry before. They have ceremonies in 
ceremonial houses now, instead of where they used to have them. The Rain 
Dance Lodge is very important. They’re lucky that they still keep some traditions 
alive. If their culture loses them, they lose their teachings on the sacredness of 
water. They still fish, but they mostly just raise cattle and cut hay. Their medicine 
and berries are disappearing now. The dams aren’t practical. You can’t control 
water, fish, or animals – you have to respect them. They built a fish ladder to 
help the fish, but it didn’t work – the fish get hurt or cut going through there and 
they die anyway, they can’t heal in the polluted water. Their houses kept getting 
flooded, they had to move. They got a new water plant, but they have to remind 
the kids why it’s there. They can’t lose their story, because if they do the 
government will be seen as a hero when it’s not. They only used to have lessons 
on respect and sacredness, now they have to teach their history, treaty rights, 
pollution, science and technology, and more and more, so kids understand the 
whole story. There is the Water Board, they only had one non-voting member on 
that board. The board would always vote to hold the water in, so they don’t get 
flooded. It didn’t matter what they said. They are flooded by the slow draining 
lake and the outlet creek they made doesn’t work. The land all around is so 
flooded they can’t even get to the lake anymore. They used to heat their houses 
from the land, with their wood. Now every reserve across Canada pays big time 
to these big corporations for the resources: wood, gas, hydro, that should 
naturally be theirs. The Natural Resources Transfer Agreement also changed 
things, so they’ve been smart about it, they bought up the land around the lake 
and their reserve, they bought up as much as they could, and whenever anything 
comes up for sale they buy it. However, other groups have interest in the land, 
like watershed associations or industries, so now they’re in a three-way standoff 
– the treaty land entitlement, the province, the national government, and then 
the third parties. They bought the land, but the province won’t transfer it 
because of third-party interests. So, they pay taxes on the land every year. They 
have a responsibility to their children (and to their children) to raise them to look 
after the community, to respect nature, and to pass on their knowledge and 
teachings. Yellow Quill is one reserve where they still have a culture that’s alive. 
A barrier they face is that the Elders and the young people can’t talk to each 
other anymore, but they’re teaching the young people the language again. It 
means their culture has a chance of survival, their kids have to learn about the 
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modern things in school but they also have to learn at home. Water is something 
that connects them all and that they all need. It’s a good place to start to teach 
the young people about their culture and traditions. Water is worth fighting for. 
 

Total: ____/38 
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