
 

  www.safewater.org 

The Tale of Shoal Lake 40 – Answer Key 
Name: ____________________________ 

1. Describe where Shoal Lake 40 is located. (3 marks)  
 
Approximately a two hour drive from Winnipeg and Kenora. It is on the Western shore 
and peninsula of Shoal Lake, located on the Ontario-Manitoba border. 
 

2. What happened to a portion of Shoal Lake 40 in 1919? Why? What significant site was in 
that portion of Shoal Lake 40? (3 marks) 
 
It was annexed (taken) by the city of Winnipeg and the Shoal Lake 40 residents were 
relocated to the Peninsula. City of Winnipeg built an aqueduct to provide Winnipeg with 
water. There was a burial ground in that portion of Shoal Lake 40. 
 

3. What was built to ensure that Winnipeg’s water would remain pristine? (1 mark) 
 
A dam was built. 
 

4. For how long has Shoal Lake 40 been under a water advisory? What are two factors that 
make it more difficult to find solutions to the non-potable water that feeds the reserve? 
(3 marks) 
 
Shoal Lake 40 has been under a water advisory for over two decades. Two factors that 
make it more difficult to find solutions to the non-potable water that feeds the reserve 
are issues of access and the fact that the community is divided by the provincial 
boundary between Ontario and Manitoba. 
 

5. Does Shoal Lake 40 have a water treatment plant? Does it have a sewage system? Does 
it have garbage collection? (3 marks) 
 
No, it does not have a water treatment plant, a sewage system, or garbage collection. 
 

6. How much does it cost the community per year for water to be shipped in by Chief 
Erwin Redsky weekly from Kenora, Ontario in his truck? (1 mark) $150,000 
 

7. What is the only means of transportation to Shoal Lake 40? How much does it cost per 
year to operate this means of transportation? At the time the presentation was created, 
how many people had died attempting to cross the aqueduct in canoes or on the ice? (3 
marks) 
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A barge that is in a severe state of disrepair. It costs $120,000 per year to operate the 
barge. Nine people have died attempting to cross the aqueduct in canoes or on the ice. 
 

8. Does the City of Winnipeg’s website clearly explain what happened in terms of Shoal 
Lake 40? Please explain the reason for your answer. (4 marks) 
 
No, it talks about how Shoal Lake water flows downhill through an aqueduct to get to 
Winnipeg, it talks about the construction of the aqueduct, and it states that they 
withdraw water from Shoal Lake based on the authority granted by Provincial Acts from 
both Manitoba and Ontario and the federal government bill from the Senate of Canada. 
However, it does not state that the land was taken and that Shoal Lake 40 residents 
were relocated to a man-made island, or that they do not have safe drinking water in 
Shoal Lake 40. 
 

9. When is construction of Shoal Lake’s Freedom Road expected to finish? What will 
Freedom Road hopefully enable? (3 marks) 
 
The construction is expected to finish by 2019. Freedom Road will hopefully enable 
economic integration with the region and mark the turning point of Shoal Lake’s 
relationship with Canada, the City of Winnipeg, and the Provinces. 
 

10. How will water be delivered to Shoal Lake once the road is completed? Which three 
things will hopefully begin after the boil water advisory is removed? (4 marks) 
 
Water will be delivered to Shoal Lake from Winnipeg via the Trans-Canada highway. 
After the boil water advisory is removed economic integration, greater self-government, 
and negotiations with the city of Winnipeg will hopefully begin. 
 

11. When did Prime Minister Justin Trudeau visit Shoal Lake 40? What does the Museum of 
Human Rights Violations at Shoal Lake do? (2 marks) 
 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau visited Shoal Lake 40 in 2015. The Museum of Human 
Rights Violations at Shoal Lake runs a tour of the conditions on the island. 
 

12. Why do residents of Shoal Lake 40 joke about the signs that say “City of Winnipeg, 
Private Property, No Trespassing?” (2 marks) 
 
It was their land, they don’t consider it trespassing. It’s their home, it’s just being 
occupied. 
 

13. Why do residents of Shoal Lake 40 continue to live there when there are so many 
problems? (3 marks) 
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It’s where their ancestors lived. It’s where they settled when they moved there, it has 
always been home. They can’t imagine living anywhere else. They’re tied to the land, to 
the lake, to the resources, it’s part of their history, it’s part of their life. 
 

14. How long is the aqueduct that the City of Winnipeg built? Why did they build the 
aqueduct? (2 marks) 
 
The aqueduct is 135 km long. They built it to divert swampy water away from 
Winnipeg’s intake pipe. 
 

15. Approximately how much will ‘Freedom Road’ cost? (1 mark) $30 Million 
 

16. What happened to Dak Redsky when he drank the water without boiling it first? (2 
marks) 
 
He got sick. He got a stomach flu. 
 

17. How did Angelina Redsky feel when she went to a different community and found that 
they have safe drinking water there? Why? (3 marks) 
 
She felt really angry. She started thinking about who she was and felt that being a native 
person was kind of like a curse on her. She wished she was born a white person because 
they have everything easier. The water is a luxury. 
 

18. Why did the federal government’s commitment of $1M for the design of Freedom Road 
make people in Shoal Lake 40 upset? (3 marks) 
 
It was old news, they had already announced that a year ago. They are only committing 
$1 Million in support of the design, not the study, not the proposal – the technical 
design of Freedom Road. They needed the federal government to commit $10 Million. 
They were hoping the government would come forward with something more solid, 
with a commitment to build. 
 

19. How would you feel if you lived in Shoal Lake 40? Why? (3 marks) 
 
Answers will vary. Students might feel angry or sad. Their land was taken away and they 
were cut off from the mainland. Their water goes to Winnipeg, is treated, and becomes 
safe drinking water, but Shoal Lake 40 doesn’t have safe drinking water. 
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