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The Tale of Neskantaga – Answer Key 
Name: ____________________________ 
 

1. Describe the location of Neskantaga First Nation. (2 marks) 
 
Neskantaga First Nation is located on Attawapiskat Lake, 280 km north of Geraldton, 
180 km northeast of Pickle Lake and 271 km northeast of Thunder Bay. 
 

2. In what year was the boil water advisory issued in Neskantaga First Nation? What 
caused it to be issued? (2 marks) 
 
It was issued in 1995 because Neskantaga’s water-treatment plant (which was only a 
couple of years old at the time) broke down, never to run again. 

 
3. What are some of the skin issues that people in Neskantaga experience? Do you think 

that the water causes these skin issues? Why or why not? (5 marks) 
 
People in Neskantaga experience scabies, eczema, rashes, and Methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA). (Answers will vary) I believe that the water causes 
rashes, scabies, eczema, etc. because it is not treated and, therefore, could have any 
type of virus, bacteria, or parasite in it. I think that people not washing enough because 
they do not want rashes, redness, itchiness, etc. causes MRSA. 
 

4. Why did Neskantaga First Nation declare a state of emergency in 2013? (1 mark) 
 

Seven youth took their own lives. 
 

5. In July 2017, how much money did the Liberal government promise to spend to 
upgrade, renovate and improve the water plant in Neskantaga First Nation? (1 mark) 
 
The Liberal government promised to spend approximately $8.8 million to upgrade, 
renovate and improve the water plant in Neskantaga First Nation. 
 

6. In the video, how many bottles of water did the first man who spoke to the reporter say 
they received for six people? (1 mark) 
 
He said they received four bottles of water for six people. 

 
7. What has the community done when boiling water wasn’t possible? (1 mark) 

 
When boiling water wasn’t possible they have flown water in. 
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8. What is The Ring of Fire? (1 mark) 
 
The Ring of Fire is North America’s largest chromite deposit. 

 
9. What are Neskantaga’s main goals if Ring of Fire mining development goes ahead?  

(2 marks) 
 
Neskantaga’s main goals if Ring of Fire mining development goes ahead are access to 
clean water and social assistance for their ongoing suicide crisis. 

 
10. What did Peter Moonias say they’ll have to do first before mining should be allowed 

there? Why did he say that? (3 marks) 
 
He said they will have to kill him. He wants the mining companies and the government 
to come and talk to them. 
 

11. Aboriginal Affairs provides $225,000 annually that goes toward the water treatment 
facilities. Where does that money go? (2 marks) 
 
It is provided to them to run a water treatment facility that is not producing the water 
that is required by their people. 
 

12. How does reverse osmosis water filtration work? (3 marks) 
 
By forcing water through the pores of a semi-permeable membrane that’s several 
thousandths of an inch. 
 

13. What kind of water treatment plant had been installed in the community? (1 mark) 
 
A sand filtration system that does not remove chemicals. 

 
14. Why do you think Neskantaga First Nation is moving down on the National Priority 

Ranking? (2 marks) 
 
Answers will vary – perhaps because of political issues, or maybe because other 
communities have not had drinking water advisories as long but it would be much more 
expensive to fly water into those communities or they are larger communities. 

15. Describe the conditions of the homes in which people in Neskantaga First Nation live. (2 
marks) 
 
The homes are dirty and many of them have mould. 
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16. Who did Michael Gravelle (Ontario Minister of Northern Development and Mines) seem 
to blame for the ongoing boil water advisories in First Nations communities? Why?  
(3 marks) 
 
Michael Gravelle blamed the federal government. He said that they have been reluctant 
to provide the matching dollars for which the provincial government has called. 

 
17. What percentage of the band members abuse prescription drugs? (1 mark) 

 
Fifty percent of the band members abuse prescription drugs. 

 
Total: ____/33 
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