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From the Executive Director’s Desk… 
Happy spring and belated happy World Water Day! It is spring 
(although, trust me, it does not feel like spring in Saskatchewan 
with all of the water we still have in the form of ice and snow!!!) 
and we are getting very busy in our office and lab. Thanks to 
funding from generous sponsors we will be sending hundreds of 
kits to schools across Canada this spring, which will result in tens 
of thousands of Canadian students learning about drinking water 
quality issues and solutions. While we celebrate the fact that 
approximately 700 kits will be sent we also realize that over 2,300 
kits are on the waiting list. We need help from individuals, 
foundations and corporations, and foundations to make it possible for almost a hundred thousand more 
Canadian students to become educated about drinking water quality issues and solutions. 
Also, while we celebrated World Water Day we also took time to think of those who live in 
communities where the drinking water is not safe. We thought about those in 
Newfoundland who are having difficulties with trihalomethanes and haloacetic acids being 
at unacceptable levels, First Nation communities in which residents have had to boil their 
water for over ten years, and rural communities which deal with various drinking water 
quality issues. We continue to work hard to educate the public about these problems and 
prepare our communities’, provinces’ and country’s future leaders to deal with these 
problems. 

  
Nicole M. Hancock 

Thank You So Much TD Bank Group! 
TD Bank Group donated $70,000 for schools located in communities in which they have 
branches to receive sponsored Operation Water Drop, Operation Water Pollution and 
Operation Water Biology kits. This donation will result in tens of thousands of Canadian 
students learning about drinking water quality issues and solutions! 
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Thank You So Much Exova Canada Inc. and Husky Energy! 

Exova Canada Inc. and Husky Energy provided the Safe Drinking Water Foundation with a 
donation of $5,000 to send sponsored Operation Water Drop, Operation Water Pollution 
and Operation Water Biology kits to schools in the Northwest Territories and select areas 
in Alberta. This will result in over two thousand Canadian students performing hands on 
experiments to learn about drinking water quality issues and solutions! 

 

 

Thank You So Much SaskTel! 
SaskTel donated $1,120 for eight sponsored Operation Water Pollution kits to be sent to 
rural Saskatchewan schools. This will result in 820 rural Saskatchewan students learning 
about water pollution: what it is, what causes it, how it can be prevented, how it is 
cleaned up, what can be done about the problem, and what they can personally do about 
the problem.  

 

 

Thank You So Much Honda Canada Inc.! 

Honda Canada Inc. donated $2,500 for sponsored kits to be sent to rural and First Nation 
schools across Canada. This will result in approximately 24 sponsored kits being sent to 
schools and 1,200 rural and First Nation students learning about drinking water quality 
issues and solutions by conducting hands on, authentic, relevant experiments. 
Thank you so much Honda Canada Inc.!          

                                                                     

We Have Great Volunteers! 
We would like to take this opportunity to again thank our volunteers who have been 
collecting water news for us and writing water facts of the week for us. We would also 
like to thank our newest volunteer, Andrew Hancock, for taking on part of our website 
maintenance. Thank you so much to our many volunteers for the hundreds of hours they 
spend helping us in our work! 

 
 



 

Yes, We Have GREAT Funders… But We Really Need Your Help Too! 
We need individuals to donate funds to sponsor educational kits for schools. Typically, 
Canadian teachers request 3,000 sponsored kits but only 1,000 sponsored kits are able to 
be sent to schools. Why not sponsor a kit for your child’s school or the school from which 
you graduated? It can cost as little as $70! 
On our homepage, you will find an interactive map of all of the Canadian schools which 
are waiting for sponsored kits. Click on the school for which you would like to buy a kit 
and pay for the kit via PayPal, it’s that easy! Since Canadian teachers are currently waiting 
for 2,366 sponsored kits to be sent to their schools you are sure to find a school near you 
in need of a kit! 

 

Careers Related to Drinking Water Quality Document Available on SDWF 
Website 

A new document which provides students with some information regarding careers 
related to drinking water quality was added to the SDWF website on February 6th, 2013. 
You can check it out here: 
http://www.safewater.org/PDFS/edschoolpgmoverviewpdf/CareersRelatedtoDrinkingWa
terQuality.pdf  
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  State of Drinking Water Quality in Canada - Sign the Pledge! 

According to Health Canada (http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fniah-spnia/promotion/public-
publique/water-eau-eng.php), as of January 31st, 2013 there were 113 First Nations 
communities across Canada under a Drinking Water Advisory. In total, in urban, rural and 
First Nations communities as of March 22nd, 2013 there were 1,109 Boil Water Advisories 
and 48 Do Not Consume Orders across Canada. 
Take action! Please take a minute to sign the pledge to state that you agree that high 
quality water should be available to all Canadians. The pledge is located at 
www.safewater.org and will be available to sign until Earth Day (April 22nd).  
Thank you in advance for your time and for taking action! 

                                       

Alberta Tomorrow Foundation 
The Alberta Tomorrow Foundation is committed to educating Albertans in sustainable 
land-use planning through the use of a land-use simulation model. The Alberta Tomorrow 
educational tool (www.albertatomorrow.ca) is an interactive web-based computer 
simulation that uses cutting edge GIS technology and research from leading scientists in 
Alberta to teach the long-term effects of natural resource management on ecological and 
economic values in Alberta. Users can see how their local landscape has changed in the 
past, and how it might change in the future. The simulation allows users to design their 
own strategy for resource development and ecological protection, run it through the 
simulator and see the consequences.  Field data from around the province, including 
water quality data and land-use observations can be stored in the simulator and viewed 
by any users.  This free tool is available to anyone with an interest in land-use 
issues.  Specific lesson plans for the Alberta curriculum are also provided free of 
charge. Take the challenge.... develop a sustainable land-use plan for Alberta! 
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Donations – Please Give to Help Us Educate Canada’s Future Leaders 
Please help us educate the leaders of tomorrow about drinking water quality issues and 
solutions by making a donation. Donors can choose to make one-time, monthly or annual 
donations. If a donation of $20 or more is made you will receive your choice of either a 
“Downstream” or a “Crapshoot” DVD; if a donation of $40 or more is made you will 
receive both DVDs. If corporations donate $1,000 or more they will receive recognition in 
one of the SDWF’s quarterly newsletters and if they donate $10,000 or more they will 
also receive recognition on SDWF’s website which receives over 34,200 unique visitors 
per year, and their logo will include a hyperlink to their website. For more information 
please visit: http://www.safewater.org/make-a-donation.html 
 

                
                                               

Thanks to everyone who has made a donation! 
Donations can be made by cheque, credit card (Visa or MasterCard) or PayPal via our 
website. If you are a Royal Bank online banking customer you can donate using the same 
method which you use to pay your bills online, add the Safe Drinking Water Foundation 
as a payee (the number that you will need is 07378), and then make your donation. 
Receipts for income tax purposes are issued for all donations of $20 or more.                                                 
If you have any questions or would like to simply phone us and make a donation with a 
credit card please do not hesitate to call us at 306-934-0389. Thanks in advance! 
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How Many Kits Were Sent This Fall? 
This fall, 161 Elementary Operation Water Drop kits, 59 High School Operation Water 
Drop kits, 7 Operation Water Pollution kits (we had to order more!) and 24 Operation 
Water Biology kits were sent. This means that another 7,462 Canadian students were 
taught about drinking water quality issues and solutions using real, hands on, relevant 
experiments which also motivated them to pursue further science classes and careers in 
science! 
This also means that we are a quarter of the way toward our goal already this year (and 
spring is the busy kit season!), we will make it to our goal and educate over 50,000 
Canadian students with help from funders! 
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