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Teacher Notes for Hydropower: Is it Bad or Good? PowerPoint Presentation 
 
Slide 1)  
Use the opening slide to generate discussion. Ask students what they think about this picture. What do 
they see? What do you think was affected when this dam was built? What does the word hydropower 
mean to you? Look around the lake, what do you see? These questions will prepare their minds to think 
about hydropower and will generate interest. 
 
Slide 2) 
Have them look at the picture for 30 seconds. Ask them what they see. Why is the arrow there? The 
teacher will talk about how water is stored in the reservoir. The reservoir is needed to create pressure in 
the dam that generates the power that goes to the generator, which turns it into electricity. Have the 
students look at the shores of the lake and ask, do you think the water was always that high? Or that 
low? 
 
Slide 3)  
This slide gives other historical ways that water has been used to generate power. Here are some links 
that you can use to go further in depth with examples: 
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/hydroelectricity/ 
https://lawsoffishing.wordpress.com/2014/01/20/fish-wheel-facts/  
 
Slide 4)  
Ask students to list appliances/other things that use power in their homes. What is their favourite thing 
that uses power (for example, tv)? Ask students what the cons of hydropower might be. 
 
Slide 5) 
Here is a link that you can use to provide further information to students: 
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/pros-and-cons-of-hydroelectric-power.php 
 
Slide 6)  
Here is a link that you can use to provide further information to students: 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2010/aug/09/hydroelectric-dams-tribal-people   
 
Slide 7)  
Another link that you can visit to get more information. You can also encourage students to write the 
link in their notes and to visit the website at home. 
 
Slide 8) 
Tell students that you will be asking them for their opinions in a little while, so they need to think about 
whether hydropower, in their opinion, is good or bad. 
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