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Transcript follows below.
(JK) On some First Nations reserves in this province, the water is not safe to drink. Ten bands are under boil water orders from Health Canada. So are two wells serving public buildings on reserves near Calgary. But it’s a different story on the Saddle Lake Cree Nation in northern Alberta. The federal government says the water is fine, but the band questions Health Canada’s standards. As part of our Blueprint Alberta: H2O series, we’ve reached Tony Steinhauer. He’s been in charge of the Saddle Lake Cree Nation’s water treatment for the past 15 years. We’ve reached him there this morning. Good morning, Mr. Steinhauer.

 (TONY STEINHAUER) Good morning.

(JK) Your community has implemented its own boil water order. Why is that?

(TONY STEINHAUER) Well after analyzing the distribution system and collaborating with lawyers and a Canadian environmental law association, they detected that we could not keep a chlorine residual in our distribution ends due to high loads of dissolved organic carbons. We also found ammonium in our drinking water, which interfered with the chlorine residuals, so the lawyers advised us, if you know something’s wrong….Then the Chief and Council implemented a boil water advisory against the wishes of Health Canada.

(JK) That sounds a little technical to me, if you’ll forgive me. Are you saying that you don’t consider the water healthy to drink?

(TONY STEINHAUER) We would like to strip all the undesirables from the water before administering disinfection. Then we would be able to keep a chlorine residual in our distribution line.

(JK) Health Canada says that the treated water in Saddle Lake is safe to drink, though. Why the difference of opinion?

(TONY STEINHAUER) We found this to be simple, and Health Canada should find this as simple also. We collaborated with them in a meeting in Edmonton. The solutions that Health Canada and Indian Affairs have provided for us, we would like them put in writing by a scientist from Canada, either Tim Bonish or Vic Gannon, in writing, deeming the water safe to drink, addressed to the Chief and Council in Saddle Lake.
(JK) Why would having it in writing make a difference?
(TONY STEINHAUER) If someone came back to us with a civil lawsuit from our band, then we would have something to fall on.
(JK) So this is about protecting yourselves from litigation?
(TONY STEINHAUER) It’s protecting about the health and safety of the people.
(JK) Yes. What have you been doing to ensure that you have adequate and healthy drinking water for the people who live on the reserve?
(TONY STEINHAUER) Well presently, we have an RO system supplied by Zenon, 1,200 gallons a day. People come to pick up water as needed, and we have a small, small biological membrane pilot in conjunction with WateResearch Corp. and Hans Peterson, and people come to utilize that water also.
(JK) What is an RO system?
(TONY STEINHAUER) It’s a reverse osmosis membrane.
(JK) Okay, so you’re filtering the water.
(TONY STEINHAUER) Yes. It’s a membrane that’s capable of removing all the undesirables in the water: the primary pathogens, the opportunistic pathogens, your e. colis, your coliforms, so there’s no chance whatsoever—it’s a proven barrier in place, so there’s no contaminants going to the water.
(JK) How much is that costing the band, to have a parallel system running to filter the water?
(TONY STEINHAUER) Well, the Zenon system, the ROE unit cost the band $15,000.
(JK) And what is the health status of people living on reserve? Have you seen any ramifications from what you consider unsafe water?
(TONY STEINHAUER) Well, evidently it’s clear, and going through research papers from scientists, doctors, we do have a high incidence rate of water-borne diseases on our reservation here in Saddle Lake today.
(JK) Such as?
(TONY STEINHAUER) We’ve got children with skin problems from bathing. We’ve got elderly people suffering chronically from abdominal pains. We’ve got a sub-population here that does not trust their drinking water because they’re in dire need of water that is pathogenic-free due to their condition. They may be suffering from diabetes, recovering cancer patients, gastrointestinal problems.
(JK) Mr. Steinhauer, is it fair to say that you don’t trust Health Canada’s assessment of your water supply?
(TONY STEINHAUER) All we’re asking from Health Canada is for them to put in writing, with the solutions they came up with in supplying us with technology, with the Department of Indian Affairs, signed by a scientist, either Tim Bonish or Vic Gannon, that our water is safe to drink and meets the needs of the people.
(JK) Mr. Steinhauer, thank you very much for joining us.
(TONY STEINHAUER) Thank you.
(JK) Tony Steinhauer is in charge of the Saddle Lake Cree Nation’s water treatment plant. 
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