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(KS) I’d like to bring in right now Tony Steinhauer, who is the Water Keeper of the Saddle Lake First Nations, that’s 200 kilometers northeast of Edmonton. Now last year, the band council there issued its own boil water advisory. Tony Steinhauer, good morning.

(TONY STEINHAUER) Yes, good morning to you.

(KS) What was the reason for issuing your boil water advisory?

(TONY STEINHAUER) Unable to maintain chlorine residuals in our distribution system.

(KS) What does that mean?

(TONY STEINHAUER) Well, it’s a disinfectant that’s in our water lines, not only ours, and we have to keep a certain amount to be safe. We were unable to do so. All we were able to flag was just a trace on our ends.
(KS) And we’ve seen at Kashechewan some of the dangers of increasing that level as well. Why was it the band rather than Health Canada that issued this boil advisory, and when they’ve issued it in other situations?
(TONY STEINHAUER) Well independently, the leadership sought another lab to do analytical data testing, so we took it to another independent lab. It came back that we only had trace levels of chlorine residuals in our distribution system, so there was a law association in Canada that informed the leadership, if you fail to comply with calling a boil water advisory to protect your people, should you come to a court of law, you’ll be dealt with in a severe, harsh manner. So it was in May of 2004 the Chief and Council called a boil water advisory.
(KS) Now was that water making people sick? 
(TONY STEINHAUER) Yes, it was. According to the membership, it was. It was causing something in our bellies. It’s called IBS, Irritable Bowel Syndrome. A gastrointestinal disorder and disease is involved.
(KS) You have 7,000 residents living in your community, so it’s even larger than Chief Harper that we were just hearing about. Do you have a water treatment plant in place?
(TONY STEINHAUER) Yes we do, but it’s a conventional method. We discontinued using that one and we went to membrane technology by Zenon Environmental and we’re still under a boil water advisory. 
(KS) Now we’re about to speak to the Minister, Andy Scott. I’m just wondering, before we go there, and I’d like you to stay on the line, both of you, and have a listen to this, when do you think things are going to change in your communities, and I guess Mr. Steinhauer, first to you?
(TONY STEINHAUER) When things will change in our communities? Hopefully, hopefully now that this has become more of a topic nationally in Canada. We felt that it’s been there for many, many, many, many a season, probably ten-plus years, and the federal government should work along collectively with Native people. From what we see, we’re always dictated to, with the engineering firms that we get, the type of systems that we are allowed and permitted to incorporate for our distribution systems and protection of public health. So hopefully, hopefully….After all, being the First Peoples of Canada, we should be at least given the decency to receive decent drinking water from our taps, for our future generations to come.
(KS) Thank you….Please stay on the line. I’d like to come back to you after we speak to Andy Scott. Now Andy Scott is the Minister for Indian Affairs and this morning we have reached him on the line from his office in Ottawa.
Tony Steinhauer, maybe, quickly, your response [to Minister Andy Scott’s comments].
(TONY STEINHAUER) Well, it’s fascinating to hear the Minister speak like this, that they accept responsibility and there’s 1.6 billion dollars. Saddle Lake presently is working on a solution and that solution is to produce water using no chemicals at all. We’re running a pilot research project right now, and when it’s complete we are expecting the federal government to provide us dollars to build our water treatment plant here for our people. Whereas many Canadians rely on chemical to produce their drinking water, we will not be using those methods or technologies any longer.
(KS)Thank you for joining us this morning to all of you. We spoke to Chief David Harper of the Garden Hill First Nation in Manitoba, Tony Steinhauer, the Water Keeper for the Saddle Lake Indian Band, and Andy Scott, the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development.
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